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Dear Friends,  

This is the story of the little black dog who came home for the holidays. 
 

 As many of you know, when you lose someone you love, the first time Thanks-

giving and Christmas approach, there is little anticipation.  Such holidays are often a re-

minder of the loss.  The house is quieté not a welcome, peaceful quiet, but a silence  

that evokes emptiness. 
 

    So one day, I was in the sanctuary, and St. Francis of the stained glass whispered 

in my ear:  òEvery year on Pet Blessing Day you talk about my love and respect for the 

whole of Godõs creation.  You talk about how important it is to care for and protect all 

Godõs creatures.  Maybe itõs time for you to go beyond just talking and do something 

yourselfó.  (Now St. Francis is a compelling and inspiring sort of fellow, so  I couldnõt 

really ignore this challenge.) 
 

    And so I began to communicate with òRescue Angelsó ð a group who dedicate 

themselves to finding permanent homes for dogs that have been òrescuedó from a dubi-

ous fate.   A match was made between myself and Tilly, a small black labrador living tem-

porarily in a caring foster home in TN. She made the long journey to MA and endured 

several days of mandatory quarantine.   And then one November day, TIlly came home, 

not only to brighten the holidays, but to find her true home here with me. 
 

   A sweet and friendly doggy companion, she was eager to show her amazing loy-

alty to someone who would take her in and care for her.  She is fast becoming our 
òchurch dog,ó having been to Sunday School and Social Hour after the service.  No, sheõs 

not yet ready to participate in the Christmas pageant, although I think she would tell us 

that a herding dog of some sort probably went with the shepherds to Bethlehem. 
 

 A sense of anticipation has returned for 

me as the season of Advent approaches.  Who 

knows if surprising companions will help to 

open our hearts as we journey together to-

wards Bethlehem.  I am thankful for the little 

black dog who came home for the holidays, and I 
am thankful for all of you who reflect Godõs 

love and compassion as you live out your daily 

lives, open to inspiration and joy as we contem-

plate the birth of the Christ Child. 

 

Blessings,  

Rev. Ann Suzedell, Pastor  


